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What does this involve?

You need to apply in your Local Authority area. You
may only apply to this fund once.

You will be asked to provide documentary evidence
of your status and eligibility for the grant. Local
authorities will then determine whether you meet
the criteria, which has been set by the Scottish
Government.

You will need to provide:

documentation to show you had an active
business prior to COVID-19, such as your VAT
registration, bank account statements showing
revenue and outgoings linked to self-
employment, marketing materials, etc. A full list
is provided with the application form.

self-declaration that you are currently
experiencing hardship

evidence of being resident in the local authority
area of application
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Am| eligible?

You must sign a declaration confirming that you
meet all of the following criteria:

you became self-employed on/after 6 April 2019
(did not submit a tax return including income
from self-employment for 2018-19)

over 50% of your individual income is from self-
employment

your trading profits were below £50,000 in
financial year 2019-20

you have lost business due to coronavirus and
are suffering financial hardship as a result

you are ineligible for other COVID-19 related
business support (including the Business
Interruption Loan Schemes, Corporate Finance
Fund, Job Retention Schemes, Future Fund, R&D
Focussed SMEs Fund, HMRC Self-Employment
Income Support Scheme, Non-Domestic Rates
relief, Small Business Grant or other business
support)

you do not receive working age benefit
payments (Universal Credit, Statutory Sick Pay,
Employment and Support Allowance, Job
Seekers’ Allowance, Income Support) or have
applied for but not yet started receiving
Universal Credit

you trade as self-employed, not as a limited
company or partnership

you have taken steps to limit costs and
expenditure (including through schemes such
as VAT deferral and seeking a mortgage
payment holiday)

you do not have access to sufficient savings or
other sources of income to meet basic needs

What does this cost?
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Who is this for?

If you became self-employed on or after 6 April
2019, you are not eligible for the UK Government
scheme. So, you can apply for this scheme but
there are still eligibility requirements.

To be eligible you must:

have become self-employed on or after 6 April
2019

have lost revenue due to the coronavirus
pandemic

have not been able to access support through
other COVID-19 business support schemes

How long does this take?

Up to 10 working days from application to appraisal
and funds being released for approved applications.

Important information

If you receive the grant you can continue to work or
take on other employment including voluntary work.

Next steps

You can apply direct through your local authority's
website. We are publishing links here as we receive
the information.
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https://www.clacks.gov.uk/coronavirus/sehardshipfundcv/
https://supportdg.dumgal.gov.uk/article/20814/Support-for-the-self-employed
https://my.dundeecity.gov.uk/en/AchieveForms/?form_uri=sandbox-publish://AF-Process-936f7751-afa8-4eae-888a-7415cadba069/AF-Stage-9c41a27d-0119-42f1-aa46-0b62726566a5/definition.json&redirectlink=%2Fen&cancelRedirectLink=%2Fen&consentMessage=yes
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https://www.eastdunbarton.gov.uk/webform/self-employed-hardship-fund-application-0#overlay-context=residents/business/business-support-during-coronavirus-emergency
https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/supportgrants
https://www.eastrenfrewshire.gov.uk/article/10832/Newly-Self-Employed-Hardship-Fund
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/xfp/form/211
https://www.falkirk.gov.uk/covid19/hardship-fund.aspx
https://www.businessgatewayfife.com/Newly-Self-Employed-Hardship-Fund
https://www.glasgow.gov.uk/HardshipFund
https://www.highland.gov.uk/info/248/grants_-_business/923/covid-19_newly_self-employed_hardship_fund
https://www.inverclyde.gov.uk/covid-19/business-support
https://www.midlothian.gov.uk/nse-fund
http://www.moray.gov.uk/downloads/file132948.docx
https://www.cne-siar.gov.uk/social-care-and-health/coronavirus/business-resilience/
https://www.north-ayrshire.gov.uk/coronavirus/Business-licensing-Coronavirus-COVID-19-updates.aspx
https://www.northlanarkshire.gov.uk/index.aspx?articleid=34988
https://www.orkney.gov.uk/Council/C/coronavirus-covid-19-information-for-businesses.htm
https://my.pkc.gov.uk/AchieveForms/?mode=fill&consentMessage=yes&form_uri=sandbox-publish://AF-Process-efef806f-9cac-4a57-81a0-af1a4bed5ddf/AF-Stage-96ba17ba-3b25-470d-9ae4-7a1de7065a26/definition.json&process=1&process_uri=sandbox-processes://AF-Process-efef806f-9cac-4a57-81a0-af1a4bed5ddf&process_id=AF-Process-efef806f-9cac-4a57-81a0-af1a4bed5ddf
http://www.renfrewshire.gov.uk/coronavirus-businesses
https://www.scotborders.gov.uk/info/20014/social_care_and_health/1018/coronavirus_covid-19_business_information/2
https://my.shetland.gov.uk/en/AchieveForms/?mode=fill&consentMessage=y&form_uri=sandbox-publish://AF-Process-bb4b5f83-130c-4174-8296-a9b7aee703ad/AF-Stage-b59b55cf-67f9-495f-b126-d514990facd6/definition.json&redirectlink=%2Fen&cancelRedirectLink=%2Fen&consentMessage=yes
https://beta.south-ayrshire.gov.uk/article/19564/Information-for-self-employed-people
https://www.southlanarkshire.gov.uk/hardshipfund
https://www.stirling.gov.uk/jobs-business-investment/business-advice-support/
https://www.west-dunbarton.gov.uk/business/grant-and-loan/self-employed-hardship-fund/
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Is there something wrong with this page?

Home
Browse support
Contact us
About us

Service updates

Privacy policy
Cookie policy
Terms and conditions
Accessibility

BETA: This is a new service

https://findbusinesssupport.gov.scot/service/coronavirus/newly-self-employed-hardship-fund 5/6


https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/BT6W3VX
https://www.westlothian.gov.uk/article/55762/Newly-Self-Employed-Hardship-Fund-NSEHF-
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